American Authors Research Project

Brief Description 
Students will work in collaborative groups to design and present a PowerPoint presentation that reflects research on a selected author. Students will utilize presentation software, reinforce research skills and citation format, continue to develop persuasive writing techniques, and explore new areas of literature in which they are interested.
Learning Targets
Students will…

1. Create a renewed interest in the literature and use a creative approach to research.

2. Students will explore areas of American literature independently and collectively.

3. Expand their knowledge base and teach others what they have learned. 

4. Use technology to enhance learning, specifically for research, organization, and presentation purposes.

5. Participate collaboratively and productively in teams, using effective communication and fulfilling responsibilities in a virtual presentation that reflects research and collaboration skills. Team responsibilities include demonstrating appropriate social/group skills and will include evaluating member effectiveness (including self).

6. Refine research skills including gathering information, developing a position, interpreting, synthesizing, and evaluating outside information, organizing time and text, citation skills, and producing a polished final research project.

7. Compose, edit, revise, and publish appropriate text for a persuasive purpose and to a specific audience.

8. Present final projects to the class and make them available for others via Google Classroom. 

AUTHOR LIST (You will choose either one author or a group of authors, as specified)

· Edgar Allan Poe

· Emily Dickinson

· F. Scott Fitzgerald

· Maya Angelou

· Sherman Alexie

· Mark Twain

· Sandra Cisneros

· Kurt Vonnegut

· Frederick Douglass

· John Steinbeck

· Sylvia Plath

· Kate Chopin

· Harper Lee

· Native American Culture and Literature

· Harlem Renaissance: Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Zora Neale Hurston

· Modernist Poetry: E. E. Cummings, Ezra Pound, William Carlos Williams, T.S. Eliot

· Transcendentalists: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau
Prompt:

How has the author’s life impacted the writings the author(s) produced?

AND/OR

How does the author’s work continue to impact society in meaningful ways?
Required Sections

Minimum 8 Slides: 

Title page (1), Intro (1), Body (4), Conclusion (1), Works Cited (1)

· Cover slide is MLA format title page (See Purdue OWL website, or other, for specific directions on formatting title page)

· Introduction slide 

· Body: Biographical information (minimum 2 slides with citations)

· Body: How author’s life impact his/her writings and/or how author’s work impacts society (minimum 2 slides with citations)

· Conclusion slide

· CORRECTLY FORMATTED Works Cited page slide (correct MLA format) – be sure each Works Cited entry connects to a textual citation in slideshow notes (use media center “purple sheet” or Purdue’s OWL web site for correct citation rules)

Guidelines

· Presentation should be persuasive, engaging, and interesting to your audience (teenagers, people!)

· Remember to use rules of writing argument essays: Introduction, body paragraphs (MEL), and conclusion – use red writing packet and past essays!

· Each slide should include a graphic and color

· Each slide should have a maximum of four bullet points and use a font large enough to be legible to audience (no more than six words per line)

· Each slide will include a minimum of 1 original and complete paragraph in a SEPARATE DOCUMENT with evidence and correct MLA textual citations. Each group member will contribute their paragraph for their slide to a group essay.
· In-Class presentation should reflect both the slide’s bullets AND the essay paragraphs.

· All students should participate meaningfully in both the preparation and the presentation

· Final slide is a complete MLA format Works Cited page

· Use 3 minimum resources (at least one print and one database – the rest can be your choice)

· EDIT and REVISE slides and notes closely prior to final submission!

Schedule
· Research & work dates: May 12-May 26
· Rough draft due to Google Classroom: June 2
· In-class presentations: May 30-June 2
· Final draft due to R Drive: June 9
· Graded team evaluations due: Jun 9
First Meeting: Team Contract and Action Plan

Remember!!! ( Time management, collaboration, and communication are key to this process. You are graded in several components: Written work in presentation (individual grade), visual presentation (individual & group grade), and preparation/teamwork during process (individual & group grade). You will also be graded by me and by your peers.
Determine roles and responsibilities of each team member and write names on the lines below. Make sure each member is aware of his or her responsibilities going forward. Use the “Required Sections” and “Guidelines” sections to help you. Consider members’ skills, schedules, and preferences. You may need to compromise and remember to be fair! 
1. Written Document Responsibilities

· MLA Title Page Slide: _____________________________

· Intro Slide: ______________________________________

· Body 1 Slide(s): __________________________________

· Body 2 Slide(s): __________________________________

· Body 3 Slide(s): __________________________________

· Body 4 Slide(s): __________________________________

· Conclusion Slide: _________________________________

· MLA Works Cited Page: ALL MEMBERS. You will each enter your correct MLA citation for slides that are your responsibility.

· Editing and Revision 

(2 people recommended):__________________________

· Rough Draft Submission to Google Classroom: _________________

· Final Draft Submission to Google Classroom: ___________________

2. Teamwork Responsibilities

How will this team approach this process? How will your team approach conflict? Have a meaningful conversation, and write your plan below.

Consider: What if there are time management issues? What if someone is not pulling their weight or doing their best work? How do you want to be treated by one another? You will be graded in each of the following areas: Preparation, Attendance, Participation, Interpersonal Relations, and Communication during and between work times, along with the final product. Consider these areas in your reply below.

3. Schedule

· Based on the given lab dates, team members’ responsibilities, and other factors, when will individual slides (with notes) be completed and shared with other members? How will you share your work (flash drive, R drive, e-mail, Google docs, etc.)

· When and how will you approach planning your presentation? When will it be finalized? Rehearsed? 
